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(57) Abstract: A sampling 
device having a lancing apparatus, 
and optionally a detector and 
a meter. The lancing apparatus 
includes a replaceable cartridge 
of lancets, each lancet having an 
independent arming and drive 
mechanism enabling non-sequen- 
tial and/or simultaneous firing 
of lancets. A lancet retainer 
independently associated with 
each lancet is movable to uncover 
an opening through which the 
lancet tip passes, and to release 
the lancet for activation. The 
lancets can be actuated in any 
order, and multiple lancets can 
be simultaneously actuated, if 
desired. 
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